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Explore some of the amazing objects 
and artworks at Hull Museums and 
Ferens Art Gallery with this booklet 

packed with fun activities! 

ACTIVITY BOOK
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Paper Plane Challenge
What to do:
Take a piece of paper and fold it into the shape of 
a plane using the pictures to help you.

1

2

3

4

What you’ll need:
- Sheets of A4 paper,
 1 per person
- Sticky tape
- Scissors
- Coins or buttons

Cycling Bingo
Cycling is a great way of keeping active 
and it’s great fun too!

For tips on getting kids started with 
cycling, visit

www.britishcycling.org.uk
www.readysetride.co.uk

If you go for a bike ride with your family 
and friends over Easter why not see if 
you spot any of these di�erent things?

A B C D

E F G

Mark a start line and a finish line on the floor using masking tape or 2 
objects as markers.

With your family and friends, stand at the start line and throw your 
paper planes to see whose gets closest to the finish line.

Try adding some ‘cargo’ or goods to your plane by taping on some 
coins, buttons, counters or very small toys. Try throwing your planes 
again. How does adding more weight to your plane change how far it 
can fly? Why do you think that might be?

Dog

Bird

Plane

Tree

Flower

Plant

Spotters guide

Hull and East 
Riding Museum
Hull and East 
Riding Museum
At the Hull and East Riding Museum you can get face to face with a woolly mammoth, 
check out a unique crew of wooden warriors, explore stunning Roman mosaics and 
learn about everyday life in medieval Hull!

Inspired by our fossil collection have a go at designing 
your own creature of the sea in the box below!

Creatures
of the Sea
At the Hull and East Riding Museum 
we have fossils of creatures that lived 
in the sea many years ago including 
these of Ichthyosaurs. Ichthyosaurs are 
an extinct sea reptile, which means 
there isn’t any of them alive anymore. It 
is thought that they first appeared on 
our planet around 250 million years 
ago and disappeared around 95 
million years ago.

COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS
Model of an Ichthyosaur (above) Fossil of the upper and 
lower jaws of an Ichthyosaur (left, top), and fossil of the 

skull of an Ichthyosaur (left, bottom).



Hull and East 
Riding Museum
Hull and East 
Riding Museum
At the Hull and East Riding Museum you can get face to face with a woolly mammoth, 
check out a unique crew of wooden warriors, explore stunning Roman mosaics and 
learn about everyday life in medieval Hull!

Museum Trail
Why not come and visit the Hull and East Riding 
Museum to have a go at this fun trail?

Find the Rudston Venus 
Mosaic. What animals can 

you see in the design? 

Have a go at completing your own version 
of the Charioteer Mosaic in the outline.

Draw the horses to pull the chariot along. 
What other details can you add?

Why not add some colour to your drawing 
when you get home? 

Find the Rudston Charioteer 
Mosaic. How many horses 
are pulling the chariot? 

5

3

4

Find the Dinosaur Footprint 
Fossil. Have a go at drawing it:1

Can you find any other fossils 
or bones in this gallery?

Find the Ichthyosaur Skeleton. What does the 
name ichthyosaur mean? 

What marine mammal does it look like?

2



Explore the Medieval Gallery. 
Can you find out how medieval 
shoes were made? 

Have a go at designing your own shoe:

Love Exploring: Dinosaurs,
Fish and Spooky Friends!
Love Exploring is a free to download and data friendly app that allows you 
to explore different parks and areas of Hull through fun themed trails, 
enjoying facts and photos along the way.

The trails include a Dinosaur Safari which is available at the following 
parks: Pickering Park, Orchard Park, West Park, Oak Road playing fields, 
Pearson Park, East Park, Alderman Kneeshaw Park, Noddle Hill nature 
reserve and Bude Park.

Other trails on the app include an interactive Fish Trail and a Ferens Trail. 
There will also be a new Halloween trail with dancing ghouls and witches 
available during October half term 2021.

Find out more about the app at: www.loveexploring.co.uk

Can you find this large tub in the 
gallery? What was it used for?

6

8

7

http://www.loveexploring.co.uk
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Welcome
This booklet is funded by Hull Museums, The Department for Education, 
and Hull City Council as part of the Healthy Holidays Hull, Holiday Activities 
and Food Programme. This brings high quality physical and creative 
activities, support, and a good food o�er to children throughout the city.
There are lots of exciting free activities happening across the city this 
summer as part of the programme. To find out more please visit 
www.healthyholidayshull.org

How to find us:
How to find us: If you enjoy exploring the activities in this booklet, why not visit our museums and art gallery 
to explore the many more amazing objects and artworks we have on display? All of our sites are FREE to 
visit and are open all of the summer holiday.

Ferens Art Gallery
Queen Victoria Square
Carr Lane
HU1 3RA
Hands on
History Museum*
South Church Side
HU1 1RR

Hull and East
Riding Museum
36 High Street
Hull
HU1 1NQ

Maritime Museum
Queen Victoria Square
Carr Lane
HU1 3DX

Streetlife Museum
High Street
Hull
HU1 1PS

Wilberforce House
High Street
Hull
HU1 1NQ

5

4

6

Hull Central Library
Albion Street
Hull
HU1 3TF

1

2

3

Currently closed for redevelopment

*Please note - Hands on History Museum is open 12noon- 4pm on 
the second and fourth Saturdays of each month.

1

2

4 5

3

6

Whitefriargate

Posterngate

Prince Street

Princes D
ock Street

M
ar

ke
t P

la
ce

lo
w

g
a

te

H
ig

h 
St

re
et

Scale Lane

Scale Lane

La
nd

 o
f G

re
en

 G
in

ge
r

Alfred Gelder Street

King Edward Street

Prospect Street

Albion Street

Sa
vi

le
 S

tr
ee

t

Guildhall R
oad

Princes
Quay

Zebedee’s
Yard

Queens

Gardens

Plan your visit at  www.hullmuseums.co.uk

Summertime 
Mortimer
Help Mortimer the woolly 
mammoth get ready for the 
summer and stay safe in the sun by 
decorating and colouring in his sunhat, 
sunglasses, top and shorts. You can even 
draw on some funky sandals or trainers to 
keep his feet cool and comfy!

Fossil of an Icthyosaur, an extinct marine mammal that lived in the seas millions of years ago.

Collection
Highlight

At the Hull and East Riding Museum you can get face to face with a woolly 
mammoth, check out a unique crew of wooden warriors, explore stunning 
Roman mosaics, learn about everyday life in medieval Hull and more!

Rudston Charioteer mosaic, one of many amazing Roman mosaics to see in the museum

Collection
Highlight

Dino Count
Can you find the 5 dinosaurs hiding in this drawing of 

objects inspired by the Hull Museums collections?



We have many different pieces of Roman pottery in 
the museum, including pieces of Samian ware, a 
special kind of pottery which was often highly 
decorated and used for presenting food. 

Have a go at designing your own decorated bowl 
for serving food in the outline below. When you’ve 
finished your design, colour it in. 

Samian Ware bowl with cupid,
sea horse and scroll decoration 
c.130-140 AD 

Design your own 
decorated bowl

Hull and East 
Riding Museum
Hull and East 
Riding Museum
At the Hull and East Riding Museum you can take an exciting trip into the 
past, coming face to face with a woolly mammoth, wandering through an 
Iron Age village, exploring stunning Roman mosaics and learning what life 
was like in medieval Hull. 

MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS

Medieval cooking pot
from Hull, c.1400AD 

Medieval food was cooked in a pot on an 
open fire. Every family, rich or poor, 
would have owned a pot like this.  It was 
used for making a popular stew-like dish 
called ‘pottage’. 

Can you do some research to find 
out more about pottage and how to 
make it yourself?

Medieval dripping 
pan from Hull 

This is a dripping pan which 
was used to catch the fat 
and juices from a joint of 
meat roasting on a spit. The 
meat juices were then used 
to make sauces and stocks. 

MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS
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Did you know?
Beneath a parking area next to The Deep, lies the remains of The South 
Blockhouse. The South Blockhouse was a fort on the east bank of the 
river Hull, constructed on the orders of King Henry VIII between 1541-43 
to help defend the city of Hull. The building has a cloverleaf design and 
throughout its history was used as an artillery fort, accommodation for 
soldiers and a prison. It was eventually demolished in the 1860s.

The South Blockhouse

The Hull
Maritime
Museum
The Hull
Maritime
Museum

Collection Highlight

Henry’s Gun
In an archaeological excavation in 
1997 Henry’s Gun was found alongside 
the wall of the South Blockhouse.
You can see the Tudor gun on display, 
complete with a replica wooden 
carriage at the Hull and East Riding 
Museum on High Street.

Colour me in!
Colour in the cloverleaf shape of 
the South Blockhouse. Will you 
decorate yours with the 
Tudor rose, cannons, or 
something else?

Why do you think
the South 
Blockhouse has a 
cloverleaf design?
a) Because it 

looks pretty
b) The curved walls 

were designed to 
deflect cannon balls

c) It was easier to build 
with curved walls.

Answer: B

Hull and East 
Riding Museum
Hull and East 
Riding Museum

Romanfest
Saturday 19 July and Sunday 20 July 2025, 11am-4pm, 
Hull Museums Quarter. Free entry.
Join us for a weekend of Roman family fun inspired by the 
amazing Roman objects in the Hull and East Riding 
Museum. Activities will include military drills 
from Roman soldiers, gladiator 
displays, craft activities and 
storytelling.

Design 
your own 
shield
The Romans ruled in Britain 
around 2,000 years ago, for 
nearly 400 years.
They had a big army that 
carried shields to protect 
them. These shields were 
called Scutum. You can see a 
drawing of one of the most 
famous ones below.
Inspired by this, design your 
own shield in the outline to 
the right.



Calm Colouring
Drawing, making things, and colouring, 
can be really good ways to relax. Have a 
go at colouring in the illustration 
below, inspired by one of the 
artworks in the Ferens Art 
Gallery collection.

Ferens
art gallery

Boulogne Sands 
(Children shrimping), 
1891, Philip Wilson Steer.

Young Artist
Open Exhibition
28 June 2024 – 22 September 2024
The Young Artist Open is back! This exhibition is a 
wonderful display of artworks created by children and 
young people in Hull. Why not pop down and see what 
amazing pieces of art have been created?

FREE
ENTRY

COLLECTIONS
HIGHLIGHT

This summer, on Saturday 27 July and Sunday 28 July, our Medieval Mayhem family 
event will be back in the Hull Museums Quarter with lots of free history-themed fun. 
Inspired by this, here is a fun medieval puzzle you can have a go at.

Hull and East
Riding Museum

Medieval Maze
The Medieval Period in Britain was the time between the years 1066 
and 1485, that’s over 500 years ago! Can you find these objects from 
medieval times in the maze? They are ones you can see on display at 

the Hull and East Riding Museum in the Medieval Gallery.

Gaming 
board
This object 
was made to 
take bread out 
of an oven, but it 
has been turned 
into a board to play games on.

A game called Three Men’s Morris 
would have been played on this 
board. This game was a bit like 
Noughts and Crosses.

Child’s Shoe
This shoe 
belonged to a 
child. It is over 600 
years old and was 
found by archaeologists 
close to where the museums are today.

Archaeologists are people who learn 
about the past by looking at things people 
leave behind, like the objects they owned, 
and the homes they lived in.

Frying Pan
This is part of a 
medieval 
frying pan that 
has been 
broken. The 
pan was probably 
made around 600 
years ago in Belgium.

Frying pans were used in medieval 
times for cooking spices, eggs, sauces 
and pancakes.

START



Word Search
Archaeologists use lots of special words to describe what they do, the tools they use and 
what they find. Can you unearth all the archaeological words in this word search?

ArchaeologyArchaeologyArchaeology

What have the archaeologists
been working on?
The archaeologists have been excavating Trinity 
Burial Ground, where thousands of people were 
buried during the Georgian and Victorian periods. 
They’ve discovered lots of different objects 
alongside the burials which tell us about the people 
who lived in Hull nearly 200 years ago.

Things 

archaeologists 

do…

Photo
graph

Excava
te

Measu
re

Record

Tools archaeologists use…
Trowel
Brush
Shovel

Things archaeologists find…
Burial
Bones

Artefacts

B I E A C G P Y F D B

S R R T M T S Q R U S

H H U Z A F D O R R T

O Z S S H V C I W E C

V M A Y H E A N B M A

E L E X R L L C K U F

L R M Z O L A W X J E

T R O W E L X W S E T

W I O L M K P V C M R

S E N O B S G M C Z A

H P A R G O T O H P C

A63 Castle Street 
Archaeology Project
If you’ve been down Castle Street this year, you might have spotted a big 
white tent opposite Princes Quay shopping centre. This has been home to 
a team of archaeologists, digging in the ground to find objects, or 
artefacts, which provide clues about what people did in the past.

Archaeologists often work on construction sites, and Oxford Archaeology 
and Humber Field Archaeology have been working on Castle Street 
before a new junction funded by Highways England is built.

Find out more about the archaeology of the project at

www.highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/a63-castle-street-archaeology



Object: Pottery fragment

Made of: Ceramic

Decoration: Bearded man

Object: Sealed bottle
Made of: Glass
Decoration: Writing

Object: Coin

Made of: Gold

Decoration: Head of George III 

Object: Brooch
Made of: Copper alloy and stone
Decoration: Flowers

Lost Labels
Here are some photographs of the artefacts 
found on Castle Street by the archaeologists, 
but they’ve lost their labels! Can you match 
up the labels to the correct artefacts?

The Hull and East Riding Museum is a 
museum of archaeology and natural history 
which explores millions of years of history 
under one roof. From a life size model of a 
woolly mammoth to stunning Roman 
mosaics and medieval treasures, there’s 
lots to see!

Medieval Gallery

The Medieval Gallery at the Hull and East 
Riding Museum has been having an 
exciting transformation. You’ll soon be able 
to explore the exciting new displays in the 
gallery for yourself and learn all about 
everyday life in medieval Hull.

Hull and East
Riding Museum

Child’s Shoe

This children’s shoe is 
from the late 1300s. It 
was found during an 
excavation at Chapel 
Lane Staith not far 
from the entrance to 
the museum.  

Gaming Board

This wooden kitchen tool was used for removing 
bread from the oven, but at some point was 
reused as a gaming board. It was found at 
Eastgate, Beverley and dates to about 1280. 

COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS



Design Your Own Coin
At the Hull and East Riding Museum, we have many medieval coins with 
different designs on them, including these two coins. The coin on the left 
shows an animal which looks a bit like a horse or a stag with one of 
its front legs raised. The coin on the right shows the head of a 
bearded figure wearing a helmet.

Have a go at designing your own coin in the outline.

Coin - Silver sceat/penny of 
King Eadberht of Northmbria, 

c.737-758 AD.

Coin - Silver sceat/penny, 
c.650-750 AD.

Star Jump Challenge                                                      

How many star jumps can 
you do in 30 seconds?

Skipping Challenge

What is the most skips 
you can do in one go?

What will it show
?

W
h
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? 

Play Games, 
Keep Active 
and Have Fun 
this summer!
People have played games and sports for many years now 
across history. This wooden ball dates to between 1280 and 
1300 AD and is believed to be the oldest ball made for sport 
in Britain. It was used as a bowling ball to play a game a 
bit like skittles.

Being active and exercising is very important to help keep 
us healthy and it can be great fun as well! You can find lots 
of fun games, sports and activity ideas to try over the 
summer as a family at 

www.healthyholidayshull.org/sport

Hard Wood Ball, ‘Britain’s

Oldest Ball’, C. 1280-1300 AD



Visit Hull Museums and 
Ferens Art Gallery
This booklet is funded by Hull Museums, The Department for Education 
and Hull City Council as part of the Healthy Holidays Hull, Holiday Activities 
and Food Programme. This brings high quality physical and creative 
activities, support, and a good food o�er to children throughout the city.
There are lots of exciting free activities happening across the city this Easter as part of the 
Healthy Holidays programme. To find out more please visit www.healthyholidayshull.org

How to find us:
If you enjoy exploring the activities in this booklet, why not visit our museums and art gallery to explore the 
many more amazing objects and artworks we have on display? All of our sites are FREE to visit. They are 
open all days of the Easter holiday apart from on Good Friday (18 April 2025).

Ferens Art Gallery
Queen Victoria Square
Carr Lane
HU1 3RA
Hands on
History Museum*
South Church Side
HU1 1RR

Hull and East
Riding Museum
36 High Street
Hull
HU1 1NQ

Maritime Museum
Queen Victoria Square
Carr Lane
HU1 3DX

Streetlife Museum
High Street
Hull
HU1 1PS

Wilberforce House
High Street
Hull
HU1 1NQ

5

4

6

Hull Central Library
Albion Street
Hull
HU1 3TF

1

2

3

Currently closed for redevelopment

*Please note - Hands on History Museum is open 12noon- 4pm on 
the second and fourth Saturdays of each month.

1

2

4 5

3

6
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Plan your visit at  www.hcandl.co.uk/museums-and-galleries  

Hull and East 
Riding Museum
Hull and East 
Riding Museum

Design a bowl
We have lots of lovely pottery at 
the Hull and East Riding 
Museum including lots of 
Roman pottery. The photo 
on the right is of a piece of 
a decorated bowl from the 
Roman period.

Have a go at designing 
your own bowl using this 
outline we have given you.

Word Search
In the Hull and East Riding Museum you can see objects 
from lots of di�erent times in history. Can you find all the 
time periods in the grid below? They are hidden up, 
down, forwards, backwards and diagonally.

The Skerne Sword, 
a Viking Age sword.

COLLECTION
HIGHLIGHT

Stone Age

Anglo Saxon

Bronze Age

Viking

Iron Age

Medieval

Roman

Tudor

J N E A P H E B N I
M O A C Y Z J R V R
E X C M C A O O K O
D A Q H O D X N E N
I S U E U R W Z J A
E O F T I Y K E R G
V L S T O N E A G E
A G K Q K L X G N Q
L N Z F D Y X E Q W
I A G N I K I V H S

Piece of a Roman, 
Samian ware bowl.

COLLECTION
HIGHLIGHT



Museum
gardens

Wildlife 
Puzzle
Follow the tangled lines to 
label each of these 
di�erent animals that you 
sometimes might find in a 
garden or park.

Design a Pattern 
for the Butterfly
There are lots of di�erent species of butterflies in 
the UK. These come in di�erent colours and have 
di�erent patterns on their wings.
Have a go at designing your own butterfly wing 
pattern in the butterfly outline below. When you’ve 
finished why not colour it in and think of a name 
for your new species of butterfly? 

We are very lucky to have 
wonderful green spaces by 
some of our sites. The Museum 
Quarter’s gardens sit between 
Streetlife Museum, Hull and 
East Riding Museum and 
Wilberforce House Museum, 
which also has small gardens 
at its front and back.

YES!
YES!

Then download the Love Exploring App 
for fun games and activities

 across Hull.
Or scan this 

QR Code
Search for 

Love Exploring 
in  your App Store

A

B

C

D



Green spaces like gardens and 
parks can be wonderful places to 
relax, to exercise, to have fun with 
others and to explore nature.

Museums Quarter Garden

At Hull Museums we are very lucky to have 
some beautiful green spaces by some of our 
sites. The Museum Quarter garden sits between the Streetlife 
Museum, Hull and East Riding Museum and Wilberforce House 
Museum - which also has small gardens at its front and back. 
Why not explore our gardens next time you visit us?

Here are some fun nature and gardening activities for you to try at home 
and when you’re out and about!

Exploring
Gardens
and Nature

Explore the Maze
In the Museum Gardens we a 
hedge that looks a little 
bit like a maze. Can you 
find you way around the 
maze using a pencil?

Wilberforce House

Mulberry Tree

Start
Finish



Museum
gardens

Caterpillar 
Craft Activity
What to do:
Take one sheet of paper. Turn it 
landscape and with your pencil and 
ruler, draw 4 strips, each 2.5cm wide, for 
the caterpillar’s body and draw a circle 
for its head.

Draw and colour in some legs for your 
caterpillar on a piece of scrap paper.

Take another sheet of paper, turn it 
landscape and draw 3 thick strips, each 
4cm wide. These will also be part of the 
caterpillar’s body.

Carefully cut out all your strips, the caterpillar’s head and its legs.

Decorate your strips however you’d like. You could give your caterpillar 
some stripes using coloured pencils or scrunch up and stick some small 
circles and shapes for spots and markings.

Draw a face for your caterpillar on the circle you cut for its head.

With a glue stick, join your strips of paper or card together like you would a 
paper chain, alternately linking a thin strip with a thicker strip. This is your 
caterpillar’s body!

Glue the legs on to the bottom of your caterpillar’s body and glue the face 
on one end.

Take your straws or wooden skewers 
and with sticky tape, attach one to 
each end of the caterpillar.

Your caterpillar is now finished. You 
could use it as a puppet and move 
the straws up and down to make it 
wriggle, or you could pop it up 
somewhere as a decoration!

We are very lucky to have 
wonderful green spaces by 
some of our sites. The Museum 
Quarter’s gardens sit between 
Streetlife Museum, Hull and 
East Riding Museum and 
Wilberforce House Museum, 
which also has small gardens 
at its front and back.

What you’ll need:
2 pieces of A4 paper 
or card
Spare bits of scrap paper 
or card for decoration.
Glue stick
2 x wooden skewers 
or paper straws
Sticky tape
Ruler
Pencil
Scissors
Coloured pencils or pens

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Museum
gardens

Nature
Hunt 
Bingo

Garden 
Wordsearch

Can you find all of these
words in the grid?

When you are next in a 
green space like a park 
why not play a game of 
nature bingo and see 
which of these things 
you can spot? To win 
you need to get 4 in a 
row, up, down, across or 
diagonally.

Flower

Tree

Soil

Seed

Plant

Watering 
Can

Grass

Bird

Butterfly

Caterpillar

Ladybird

Fence

W A T E R I N G C A N
P D R I B O A Y A S A
E F Y L F R E T T U B
W G I E I L G D E D I
Y O E P O A G T R E E
S D C S M D O T P C I
F E N F W Y U M I F O
T O E M A B S Y L A W
N I F D S I P S L E A
A D A U O R F O A B P
L L S E G D F I R R T
P Y F L O W E R E F G



Have a go at colouring in this Hull Museums summertime drawing

Summer Colouring Fun

Hull Museums
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@hull_museums

@hullferens

@hull_museums
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